Introduction
It is a great pleasure to contribute to this book in honor of Professor Djamchid Momtaz whom I have known and with whom I have long cooperated, starting with our work on the third Law of the Sea Conference. Many common dis cussions have followed in various fora, in particular in the United Nations, in the most differing fields of international negotiation. Although the spectrum of Professor Momtaz' scholarly work now addresses almost all fields of inter national law, I would like to return to the origin of our cooperation, the law of the sea.
The Freedom of the Seas
Instead of giving an introduction to the present problems relating to the free doms of the high seas, I briefly recall the historical correlation between the intensity of exploitation and the freedom of the seas, insofar as the exploita tion of living resources is concerned. According to Grotius the freedom of the seas resulted from the practical inexhaustibility of the oceans assumed in his time. Baltic, 900-1850 , Brill, 2009 . One author, Poulson, points to the massive increase in catch levels from the 18th to the 21st century by references to North Sea herring fishing, noting that '[e]ven with the very high catch level of 150,000 tonnes in the 1790s, herring catches in the period under review are still a far cry from the North Sea herring TAC of more than 500,000 tonnes in the early 21st century.'
